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Revisions to the
Regulations for Agility Trials

Effective February 1, 2017

This insert is issued as a supplement to the
Regulations for Agility Trials amended to
July 1, 2016

Chapter 1. Regulations for Agility Trials

Section 21. Change of Entry. In addition to Move-ups
as described in Chapter 1, Section 20 entries may also be
changed as noted in this section. A dog which has been
entered in a Novice “A” class for which it is not eligible
to be entered in due to class restrictions on the dog or
handler may be moved to the Novice “B” class under the
following conditions:

The request for the move must be in writing and
presented to the superintendent or trial secretary at least
30 minutes prior to the start of each trial.

The request must state the reason and justification for
the move from a Novice “A” class to the Novice “B”
class.

After the close of entries a dog may be moved down in
their class level (i.e., Master to Excellent). The request
for the move to the class for which the dog is eligible
must be in writing and submitted to the superintendent or
trial secretary at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the
trial.

If a VMO or Field Representative at a trial measures a
dog into a height other than what they entered, the entry

may be changed from Regular to Preferred or from
Preferred to Regular, as long as the dog has not run any

classes that day. If the dog has already run, the change
may be made for the next trial day(s). The exhibitor
must provide the Trial Secretary the AKC Agility
Measurement Form when requesting the class change.”
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Revisions to the
Regulations for Agility Trials

Effective January 3, 2017

This insert is issued as a supplement to the
Regulations for Agility Trials
Amended to July 1, 2016

Chapter 9 — Fifteen and Send Time (FAST) Class
(established January 1, 2007)

Section 1. Purpose. This agility titling class is meant to be an
additional test of strategy, skill, accuracy, speed, timing and distance
handling, to demonstrate a dog’s athletic ability and willingness to
work with its handler in a fast-paced atmosphere over a variety of
agility obstacles. The class may be offered once per day as an
additional class at a club’s option. In order to offer the Open level,
the Novice A & B level must be offered, except as noted in Chapter
2, Section 1. In order to offer the Excellent & Master level, the Open
level must be offered, except as noted in Chapter 2, Section 1. The
class is not part of the Master Agility Championship titling program,
but does count toward the Agility Grand Champion (AGCH) title.

The following criteria apply to the Fifteen and Send Time classes:

* Novice A & B FAST

» Novice FAST Preferred

* Open FAST

* Open FAST Preferred

» Excellent & Master FAST

» Excellent & Master FAST Preferred

Section 2. Definition. The Fifteen and Send Time class uses
fifteen (15) point valued obstacles and/or obstacle combinations. The
course will include a “Send Bonus” or distance element that will
award a bonus of twenty (20) points if completed successfully, and is
identified as the “Send Bonus.” Six of the fifteen (15) point valued
obstacles must be single bar jumps (typically winged) valued at one
point each. Winged jumps are assumed to have a value of one point
unless otherwise denoted by the judge. Nine (9) additional obstacles
on the course will be assigned unique values from 2 through 10 by
the judge.

Additional obstacles (typically non-winged jumps) may be placed
on the course, but with no assigned value. There is a maximum of 80
possible FAST class points awarded at all levels, which is the sum of
the fifteen point valued obstacles (60 points) plus a Send Bonus value
of 20 points. Teams must successfully complete the Send Bonus to
achieve a qualifying score, as well as a minimum number of required
points defined at each class level. To earn points, all obstacles must
be completed in accordance with the obstacle performance
requirements identified in these Regulations.



Obstacles Class
Novice Open Exc./Master
FAST FAST FAST
Dog Walk NS NS Y **
A-Frame N N Y **
Seesaw NS NS Y **
Pause Table | N N N
Weave R (1) R (1) R (1)
Poles (1 set | 9-12 poles | 9-12 poles | 9-12 poles
of poles
only with
quantities
as listed,
taken 1
time)
Open A (3)* A (3)* A (3)*
Tunnel
Bar Jump A A A
Double Bar | A (2) A(2) A(2)
Jump
Panel Jump | A A A
Tire Jump N N N
Broad A A A
Jump
Triple Bar N N N
Jump
One Bar A A A
Jump

*Tunnel may only be used 2 times in the Send

**A minimum of 2 and a maximum 3 contacts may be
on the course. A minimum of 2 contacts must be
assigned a point value. A maximum of 4 contacts may

be performed to earn points.

R = Required Obstacle
A = Allowed Obstacle
N = Not Allowed

() = Indicates the maximum number of times that this
type of obstacle can be taken in the class. If not listed
specifically otherwise, the quantity is unlimited.

Course times are determined by level (Novice, Open or

Excellent/Master) and jump height. Standard Course

Times (SCT’s) are required as follows.
Teams will use the following Standard Course Time
(SCT) to accumulate points, attempt a Send Bonus and to

reach a judge-defined finish obstacle:




Regular Classes

Jump Height Standard Course Time
8” 38 seconds
12”/16” 35 seconds
207/247/26” 32 seconds
Preferred Classes
Jump Height Standard Course Time
4” 41 seconds
87/12” 38 seconds
167/20” 35 seconds

* Maximum Course Time. The maximum course time
will be the Standard Course Time plus 20.

Section 3. Additional Class Information
An electronic timing horn/buzzer (preferably) or whistle will

sound at SCT completion, whereby handlers will no longer have the
right to earn points while on course and dogs must run to the finish
obstacle to stop the clock. Electronic timing devices with horn or
buzzer sounds are recommended for execution and consistent and
accurate timing.

Teams will be assessed one (time) fault for every full second
over SCT which will be subtracted from the total points (obstacle &
Send Bonus total) accumulated on course to determine the final
score. Order of placements will be determined by points first and
fastest (shortest) time second.

In case of a tie in both points and time, a runoff must be offered.
The runoff should be held preferably on the same course or
alternately on a FAST course of another level. If a different course
level is used to break the tie, the scoring method of that course will
be used. This means it could be possible for an Excellent/Master level
tie to be broken on an Open or Novice level FAST course or vice
versa. If either team chooses not to rerun to break the tie then they
may concede the win and take the lower placement. If a team is not
available for a runoff (e.g. have left the trial site) then the team that is
available will receive the higher placement. Another acceptable
method of breaking a tie would be to flip a coin to determine the
winner if both teams agree.

Courses may be modified from either the Standard, Jumpers
With Weaves, Time 2 Beat or Premier courses approved for that
event, with the stipulation that the course must be modified in such a
way as to be random in pattern with no discernable flow. This will
encourage variation in handler course strategies. At the clubs
discretion any of the level courses may be combined into one course

with embedded sends (which will allow one course build and one
walk through for all levels); or may be run as separate courses.
Up to two (2) intersecting start lines may be set. A single finish




obstacle consisting of a jump, (which may be pointed) or a non-

pointed open tunnel is required somewhere on the course. Numbered
flags, elevated placard signs or standard cones for numbers 2 through
10 are highly recommended for ease of judging and scoring.

Microphone headsets may be used by the judge and scribe as an
aid in scoring the run and answering any questions that arise.
However, the judge’s calls must be audible to the competitor in the
ring.

Obstacles that are bi-directional may be taken in either direction
to earn points unless otherwise directed by the judge. The judge may
require any obstacle to be taken in only one direction for points.

Bi-directional obstacles, whether they have dual point values or
not, may not be taken back-to-back (immediately repeated without
doing another obstacle in-between) for points. Faulted contact
obstacles may be repeated for an attempt to earn points, but may not
be attempted in back-to-back fashion.

Weave poles may be reattempted immediately from either end if
faulted, but if bi-directional must be restarted at the original entry and
completed correctly from start to finish to earn points. If a judge has
elected to post dual values on the weave poles, one for each entry
end, a competitor must complete all poles correctly in the designated
direction to earn the assigned points.

The Send Bonus portion of the course must contain two to three
pointed-obstacles. Handler distance restrictions for the Send Bonus
portion must be: 5- 25 feet in Excellent/Master, 5 - 20 feet in Open,
and 5-10 feet in Novice. The total point value for all obstacles
contained in the Send Bonus portion of the course must be no less
than five (5) points and no greater than fifteen (15) points.

In general, the Send Bonus portions should not be placed in
close proximity to the start line(s). If contacts and weave poles are
used in the Send Bonus portion of the Novice course, the minimum
distance requirement of 5 feet must be used. One (1) dual pointed
unidirectional obstacle may be used in the Send. If this obstacle is a
tunnel is may be performed back-to-back for points. Obstacle

discriminations and changes of flow and/or direction are allowed, in
the Open and Excellent/Master Send Bonus sections. Judges shall call
out “bonus” if the Send Bonus is correctly completed. A dog is
considered to have completed the last obstacle of the Send Bonus
when all 4 paws have touched the ground.

A tape used for marking the Send Bonus handler restricted
distance must be of a bright contrasting color and should be secured
to the floor or ground in an appropriate manner. Golf tees are an
appropriate method of holding the line in place when on grass or dirt.
Tape may be used when on indoor surfaces but silver duct tape is not
allowed, as it is not visible enough to the handlers. Colors such as hot
pink, bright green or yellow are recommended.

Refusal, run-out and wrong course faults will not be assessed on



course except during the Send Bonus. Once the first Send Bonus
obstacle is completed, any refusals, run-outs and/or wrong courses in
the sequence will negate the Send Bonus and “FAULT” will be
called. In this case, point values may still be earned for corrected
refusals or for Send Bonus obstacles taken out of sequence, but will
result in a non-qualifying score due to not completing the Send
Bonus challenge properly. If the dog never attempts the Send Bonus
and the SCT buzzer sounds, the judge shall call “FAULT” for the
failure to attempt or complete the Send Bonus properly.

Section 4. Performance Requirements for All Classes.

1. Obstacles are bi-directional for point values except for the
seesaw and broad jump or unless specified differently by the
judge.

2. A maximum of six jumps may be taken in any order for one
(1) point each; however, the same jump may not be taken back-
to-back. Any additional jumps taken will not be scored or
penalized.

3. Judges may choose one bi-directional obstacle and assign a
unique point value for each approach.

4. If an obstacle is repeated or faulted competitors may
continue to accumulate points elsewhere on the course. They
may also earn points for correctly performing a previously
faulted obstacle. The exception to this rule is a displaced bar, as
these will not be reset.

5. Points may be awarded for two different pointed contact
obstacles taken in succession.

6. Refusals or run-outs will not be faulted anywhere on the
course other than during the Send Bonus, and will ONLY
negate the opportunity to earn the 20 points for the Send
Bonus.

7. Time penalties at all levels are one (1) point for each full
second over SCT.

8. Teams running to the finish obstacle after the
whistle/horn/buzzer sounds cannot be faulted for taking
additional obstacles on the way, however, they can be
eliminated for handler contact that aids the dog’s performance
or by purposely touching the dog prior to stopping the time.

9. Teams must successfully complete the Send Bonus portion
behind the judge-defined handler restriction line. Stepping on
any part of the line before the dog has completed the last
obstacle in the sequence will negate earning the Send Bonus
points.



Section 5. FAST Class Eligibility.

Novice FAST Classes. The Novice FAST class is divided into
Divisions A & B in the Regular classes. Dogs are eligible to enter
Division A if they have never acquired any AKC agility title.
Additionally, a dog entered in Novice A FAST must be handled by a
person that has never put an AKC agility title on any dog, and the
handler must be the owner, co-owner, or a member of the owner’s
household. Handlers that co-own a dog and have never put an AKC
agility title on a dog may enter the Novice A FAST class regardless
of the other co-owner’s AKC agility accomplishments. Dogs eligible
for Novice A FAST may be entered in the Novice B FAST class at
the discretion of the owner.

Dogs are eligible to enter Division B if they have acquired any
Novice agility title. Additionally, Division B is for persons who have
handled a dog to any AKC agility title, and for dogs being handled by
someone other than the owner, co-owner, or household member
subject to the restrictions listed above. A dog may continue to be
shown in the Novice B FAST class until they have acquired a
qualifying score towards their Agility FAST Open title. Whenever
the Novice FAST class is offered, both Divisions A & B must be
offered. The Novice FAST Preferred class is not divided.

Open FAST Class. Dogs are eligible to enter the Open FAST
class if they have acquired an Agility FAST Novice title or an Agility
FAST Open title but which have not acquired a qualifying score
towards an Agility FAST Excellent title.

Excellent FAST Class. Dogs are eligible to enter the Excellent
FAST class if they have acquired the Agility FAST Open title, and to
dogs that have acquired the Agility FAST Excellent title, but that
have not acquired a qualifying score towards the Agility Master
FAST Excellent title.

Master FAST Class. Dogs are eligible to enter the Master
FAST class if they have acquired the Agility FAST Excellent title
and to dogs that have acquired the Agility Master FAST Excellent
title.

Section 6. Novice A & B FAST and Novice FAST Preferred
Class. The focus of the FAST class at the Novice level will be to
introduce the skill, timing and minor distance work involved in a
game of strategy and point accumulation.

Performance Standards:

* Minimum score to qualify is 50 points which must include 20
points from the Send Bonus.

* Course requires two Send Bonus point valued obstacles taken
at a handler restricted distance between 5 feet and 10 feet.
Distance may vary within this range with a change in distance
allowed between the (4/8/12/16") small dogs’ heights and the
(20/24/26") large dogs’ heights only.



* Send Bonus obstacles may include nine to twelve (9-12)
Weave Poles or any contact obstacle if these are set at a
handler restricted distance of no more than five (5) feet.

» Equipment allowed — see Section 2 table.

Section 7. Open FAST and Open FAST Preferred Class. The
focus of the FAST class at the Open level will be to test skill, timing
and intermediate distance work involved in a game of strategy and
point accumulation.

Performance Standards:

» Minimum score to qualify is 55 points which must include 20
points from the Send Bonus.

* Course requires two or three Send Bonus point valued
obstacles taken at a handler restricted distance of 5 to 20 feet
depending on the number of obstacles used. If 2 obstacles are
used in the send then one of the obstacles must be at a distance
of 10 to 15 feet. If 3 obstacles are used than no more than one
obstacle may be less than 10 feet and no more than one
obstacle may be greater than 15 feet. Distance may vary within

this range with a change in distance allowed between the
(4/8/12/16") small dogs’ heights and the (20/24/26") large
dogs’ heights only.

» Equipment allowed — see Section 2 table.

Section 8. Excellent & Master FAST and Excellent & Master
FAST Preferred Class. The focus of the FAST class at the Excellent
and Master level will be to test skill, timing and distance work at the
highest level involved in a game of strategy and point accumulation.

Performance Standards:

* Minimum score to qualify is 60 points which must include 20
points from the Send Bonus.

* Course requires three Send Bonus point valued obstacles
taken at a handler restricted distance of 5 to 25 feet with a

change of direction or obstacle discrimination. No more than
one obstacle may be less than 15 feet and no more than one

obstacle may be greater than 20 feet. Distance may vary within
this range with a change in distance allowed between the
(4/8/12/16”) small dogs’ heights and the (20/24/26”) large
dogs’ heights only.

¢ Equipment allowed - see Section 2 table.




Section 9. Titles and Requirements.

Agility FAST Novice Title = NF. Requires three Novice A or B
FAST class qualifying scores of 50 points or greater under at least
two different judges.

Agility FAST Novice Preferred Title = NFP. Requires three Novice
FAST Preferred class qualifying scores of 50 points or greater under
at least two different judges.

Agility FAST Open Title = OF. Requires the NF title plus three
Open FAST class qualifying scores of 55 points or greater under at
least two different judges.

Agility FAST Open Preferred Title = OFP. Requires the NFP or
NF title plus three Open FAST Preferred class qualifying scores of 55
points or greater under at least two different judges.

Agility FAST Excellent Title = XF. Requires the OF title plus three
Excellent FAST class qualifying scores of 60 points or greater under
at least two different judges.

Agility FAST Excellent Preferred Title = XFP. Requires the OFP
or OF title plus three Excellent FAST Preferred class qualifying
scores of 60 points or greater under at least two different judges.

Agility Master FAST Excellent Title = MXF. Requires the XF title
plus ten Master FAST class qualifying scores of 60 points or greater
under at least two different judges.

Agility Master FAST Excellent Preferred Title = MFP. Requires
the XFP or XF title plus ten Master FAST Preferred class qualifying
scores of 60 points or greater under at least two different judges.

Triple Q Excellent = TQX. Requires the XF title. In order to acquire
the Triple Q Excellent Title, a dog must receive 10 triple qualifying
scores from the Master Agility Standard class, the Master Jumpers
With Weaves class and the Master FAST class on the same day.

Triple Q Excellent Preferred = TQXP. Requires the XFP title. In
order to acquire the Triple Q Excellent Preferred Title, a dog must
receive 10 triple qualifying scores from the Master Agility Standard
Preferred class, the Master Jumpers With Weaves Preferred class
and the Master FAST Preferred class on the same day.



Table 1 — Title Table. [In order to acquire the
following titles, a dog must earn the following
number of qualifying scores and the minimum point
value per class level under a minimum of two
different judges.]

) %]
Eps | Bpy | E¥i5 sl
= @ 5= @ °E v g ER=N=
FES |EES |*SsEE dE=
A SL=g5 ©
NF NFP 3Q’s & 50 Novice
points FAST
minimum Class
OF OFP 3Q’s& 55 Open
points FAST
minimum Class
XF XFP 3Q’s & 60 Excellent
points FAST
minimum Class
MXF MFP 10 Q’s & 60 Master
points FAST
minimum Class
TQX TQXP 10 triple Q’s Master
Agility
Std/JTWW
/ FAST*

All FAST class titles are suffix titles.

*To earn a triple Q dogs must qualify in the following
Master classes on the same date: Standard, Jumpers
With Weaves and FAST.
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Revisions to the
Regulations for Agility Trials

Effective February 1, 2017

This insert is issued as a supplement to the
Regulations for Agility Trials
Amended to July 1, 2016

CHAPTER 2
REGULATIONS FOR AGILITY TRIALS
CLASSES, TITLES, AND HEIGHT DIVISIONS

CHAPTER 2

Section 1. Classes. All agility classes held on the day of a
member club or licensed trial must have prior approval by
the AKC Secretary. Only approved classes such as the
Standard (STD) Agility class, the Jumpers With Weaves
class (JWW), Time 2 Beat class (T2B), FAST class and
other approved non-regular classes are allowed. A dog may
be entered in only one Standard Agility class, one Premier
Standard Agility class, one Jumpers With Weaves class, one
Jumpers With Weaves Premier class, one Time 2 Beat class,
and one FAST class, offered by a club per day. This shall not
preclude eligible dogs from competing in additional prior-
approved non-regular classes on the same day. If a club has
been approved to hold a Special Event Agility Trial or a
Junior Agility Showcase with the same class offered
multiple times, the above participation limit does not apply
for the approved Special Event or Junior Agility Showcase.

A licensed or member agility trial need not include all of
the agility classes, but a club will not be approved to hold
the Open Standard/Jumpers With Weaves/FAST class unless
it also holds the Novice Standard/Jumpers With
Weaves/FAST class. A licensed or member agility trial will
not be approved to hold Excellent/Master/Premier
Standard/Jumpers With Weaves/FAST class unless it also
holds the Open Standard/Jumpers With Weaves/FAST class.
If a club has been approved to hold a Special Event Trial or
a Junior Agility Showcase, the above limitation on how
classes may be offered does not apply for the approved
Special Event or Junior Agility Showcase.

Clubs are eligible to hold an all Standard class trial or an
all Jumpers With Weaves class trial. A club may be
approved to hold an Excellent/Master/Premier Standard
and/or Excellent/Master/Premier Jumpers With Weaves only
trial on the day preceding, or the day after a minimum of a
two-day trial in which all levels of agility classes are offered.
In addition, a club may offer all levels of the FAST class and
the T2B class on the day preceding, or the day after a
minimum of a two-day trial in which all levels of agility
classes are offered.




The licensed or member agility trial may also offer the T2B
class and Excellent/Master FAST classes, and/or the non-
regular International Sweepstakes (ISC) class in conjunction
with the Regular and Preferred classes on the Excellent/
Master trial day. Any licensed or member club that has been
approved to hold an agility trial may offer additional
optional non-regular classes. The non-regular class must be
submitted on a “Non-Regular Agility Class” application and
approved by the AKC. If a non-regular class is one that is
not defined in these regulations, a clear and complete
description of both the eligibility and performance
requirements must appear in the premium list.

Special Event Trial. Clubs may apply for one Special
Event Trial per year. A Special Event Trial is where the club
proposes a unique mix of regular AKC classes and/or non-
regular classes or a unique eligibility criterion. A club may
not change the other Regulations pertaining to regular
classes including the equipment regulations. Special Event
Trials must be open to all breeds including All-American
dogs except at specialty events open to one breed. Regular
classes offered at Special Event Trials count toward titles. A
Special Event Trial counts as one of the 12 events per year a
club may offer.

The application for a Special Event trial cannot be done
online. An Agility trial paper application along with a
“Special Event Agility Trial” application must be submitted
no later than eighteen (18) weeks prior to the event. The
Special Event Agility Trial form must be reviewed and
approved by the AKC.

Junior Agility Showcase. A Junior Agility Showcase is
one in which the host club proposes a unique mix of reqular
AKC classes and/or non-regular classes for Juniors only to
enter. A club may not change the other Regulations
pertaining to reqular classes including the equipment
regulations.

Junior handlers entered in Junior Agility Showcase events
will be permitted to have a mentor walk with them during
the exhibitor walkthrough times.

Junior Agility Showcases must be open to all breeds
including All American Dogs, except at specialty events
open to one breed. Reqular classes offered at Junior Agility
Showcases count toward titles.

The application for a Junior Agility Showcase cannot be
completed online. An agility trial paper application form
along with a “Special Event Agility Trial” form must be
submitted no later than eighteen (18) weeks prior to the
event. The Special Event Trial form must be reviewed and
approved by the AKC. There will be no event application
fee required for the junior only events.

A Junior Agility Showcase does not count as one of the
twelve (12) events per year a club may offer.

Yellow Insert
Issued: November 2016
REAGIL (10/16)



Table of Contents

Chapter 1 - Regulations for Agility Trials .........c.ccceunee. 5
Section 1. PUIPOSE ..ccveeeevereerieeeereenieeeeseesieseeeeessesennenes 5
Section 2. Agility Trials Defined.......cccceverevercerenrenennenne. 5
Section 3. Eligibility of DOgs .....ccceveevireerenirerenieenenreenas 6
Section 4. Eligibility to Hold Agility Trials ........ccccevunee.. 7
Section 5. Making Application .........ccceceveevereererereeneeennes 7
Section 6. Agility Trial Secretary and

Agility Trial Chairman.......cceceeeeeererveeeenuennes 7

Section 7. Appointment of the Event Committee .......... 7
Section 8. Stewards, Timers, Scribes........ccccevveeerecvennnne. 8
Section 9. Premium LiSts ...c.coceeveveeenerenennerenreereneenens 8
Section 10. RisK..coveceeieerreenineireeetreecstneceeeceneeeees 9
Section 11. Entry Forms.........
Section 12. Entry Methods
Section 13. Entry Limits.......cccecevverveenen.
Section 14. Opening and Closing Dates .........ccceevevuenene 11
Section 15. Paper Entry Forms Per Envelope.............. 11
Section 16. Entry Acceptance Methods............. .11

1. First Received......oovevuevveeerecrereeerennene 11

2. Random Draw......ccceceeveeevcnccenencnnennne 13
Section 17. Duplicate Entries......ccoeveevveceeveeveecveneenenns 14
Section 18. Event Limit Options, Judge Assignment

Changes and Load Balancing Entries......... 14
Section 19. Running Order ........coeeeveeverenvenercereneeneenens 15
Section 20. MOVE-UPS.....ccceurerirreeriereeriereresieesessesessenens 16
Section 21. Entry of Ineligible Dog.......cccevevvrvererrennnene 17
Section 22. Declining Entries and Excusing a Dog

from the Trial ...cccoeevecenieerinieeeneeineeene 17
Section 23. Handling Dog Aggression ...18
Section 24. Ribbons and Rosettes ........... ....19
Section 25. Catalogs .......eveeveererreerirreenieerenieenesreessenens 20
Section 26. Scorekeeping Requirements ..........cccveuuee... 21
Section 27. Recording Fees.......ccoceeevirvirenenencenenienennen.
Section 28. Submission of Records .........ccceeeverveenennene
Section 29. Cancellation of Awards ......

Section 30. Approval of Judges.............
Section 31. Judges’ Responsibilities

Chapter 2 - Classes, Titles, and Height Divisions ........ 24

Section 1. Classes .....ccceeveevrveneeverencnns
Regular Titling Classes...

Section 2. Regular Agility Titles......coceeveververerererrenennns
Section 3. Recognized Achievement

Section 4. Height, Divisions, Measurement,
Measurement DevVICES......oeeerrrererrerereneneans 29

Section 5. Jump Height Card ........coceeveevevenenenerenenennns 29




Chapter 3 — Obstacle Specifications

and Performance Requirements.............ccccoeevvecveennenene. 32
Section 1. Obstacle and Jump Specifications ................. 32
Section 2. Obstacle Performance .........coceceevvvevervreeennne. 32
Section 3. ODSLACIES ...cveuvereererreeereeresrereeeesreste e eerenaens 32

1. A-Frame .....oeceeeeceeeeccireceneceneeeeeenenes 32
2.D0g WalK.....coooriiviireiniiciniicineciniecnes 32
3. SEESAW «uverrerrereererereeeresteee e resseaeeesessens 33
4. Pause Table....c.ocveeuecerenerenincinecereecenen 33
5. Open Tunnel ......cooceevevenenievencnenencrennes 33
6. Closed Tunnel.......cceoeeeeeeereerenreneereerennenes 34
7. Weave Poles....ccoeeeereeeeneireecereeeireenene 34
8. Bar JUMPS ..cveeveieieereeeeeecee 35
9. Panel Jump ...ooceeeeeieceneeieneseeeeceseeeeans 35
10. Double Bar JUmp .....cceceeveeveerenrerererennens 36
11. Triple Bar Jump ...ccoceevveeeerreerenreerenreenenns 36
12. TIre JUMD cveueeeeneireeeirieeieeeeeeeseeeens 37
13. Broad JUMD ..c.coveevevveeeeneerneenenreesesennens 38
14. Other JUmMPS....cccoceeeeeeereererereneetreseneene 39
15. Jump WINgGs...ceveevevreeeenrecreeeesreseeeerennens 39

Chapter 4 — General Course and Trial Requirements..40
Section 1. Course Size and Suitability & Facilities........ 40
Section 2. Surfaces, Matting........ccceeeeveverererererrererenenenes 40
Section 3. Course Requirements........cceeeeeererrereeenrennens 40
Section 4. Obstacle and Jump Positions........ccceceveevennee 40
Section 5. Approach Angles .......ccceeveereveevenerrererererennenes 41
Section 6. Preparing a Ring for Agility.......ccceeevveeerennene 41
Section 7. Course Distances, TImes .......ccvveeveereeveenen. 41
Section 8. Walk-throughs, Warm-ups......c.ceceeveveverenenees 41
Section 9. COlIArS .....ceevevreeeerierreeeesrereeeesresseseeessenaens 41
Section 10. Leashes ......ccceveveeererennernecnereeeeereeeenes 42
Section 11. Hair Tie Back Policy .....c.ccccevceerererereevenencnenes 42
Section 12. Handling AidS......ccoeveeerrerreveeenesrereeesennens
Section 13. Handler’s Position
Section 14. Starting and Completion.........coceceeeevrrerennes 42
Section 15. Training on Show Grounds..........cceeveeevennee 43
Section 16. Clothing/Identification .........cceceeververererrennens 43

Chapter 5 — General Scoring Criteria.........ccccccevvueennnee. 44
Section 1. Maximum Score, Qualifying Score .............. 44
Section 2. Placements, Tied Scores ........coceeevvererveennene 44
Section 3. Course Time Deductions........cccceevverervenenene 44
Section 4. FAults ......ceevreeeeercneneenneceneeneeeeeeeeeenene 44

a. Refusals and Run-outs.......ccceeeeevenvenercenenenennens 44

b. Wrong COUrSE....ccvueuerireeenirerenieerineeenteneesaenenes

c. Pause Table Faults ......coccoeveveerrcnnencnenccneenenes

d. Outside Assistance....

e. Lead Out Advantage.......oceceeveeereereenerreeneenenenees
Section 5. Mandatory Elimination (NQ)......ccccceveevernnene 46
Section 6. Mandatory EXcusals .......cccocevververerverenuenennns 46

Chapter 6 — Standard Classes.........cccoceveeerecrereeeneseernnne 48
SeCtion 1. CrIteria coveeerreeeerereiererererreneerreenesseeesesesnenens 48
Section 2. Novice A and B Agility Standard Class........ 48
Section 3. Open Agility Standard Class........cccceveevernnnene 48
Section 4. Excellent Agility Standard Class.................. 49
Section 5. Master Agility Standard Class........coceeeeuenene 49



Chapter 7 — Jumpers With Weaves Classes................... 52
Section 1. PUIPOSE ..cveueerereeeieieereeieeeesreete e eevesseneneas 52
Section 2. Novice A and B JWW Class.....ccceevvevveereennnne 52
Section 3. Open JWW Class .....cccceveererreerenieenesrerennenens
Section 4. Excellent JWW Class......ccceoeeeereveevenenrereennns
Section 5. Master JWW Class....ccccceeveevvecreneervenveneereenne

Chapter 8 — Preferred Classes...........ccceveeevecveveeenvennennne
Section 1. PUIPOSE ..cveeeeereenieieereeieeeesestereeeseesseaenens
Section 2. Standards........ceceeveveevererienieieneneeneeieseneeneeens
Section 3. EHGIDIltY c.coveveeeveererreeriereenieeenieesesieeneenene
SeCtion 4. CIASSES ..ecuevreeerrruereerenereereenerseesseseseeseneseenens
Section 5. Preferred Agility Titles.......
Section 6. Recognized Achievement
Section 7. Preferred Agility Excellent Title (PAX) ...... 59
Section 8. Preferred Agility Champion Title (PACH)...60
Section 9. Height DiviSIONS .....e.ccceeeveereruercrieenenrerenennene 61
Section 10. Scoring Criteria.....ceverreruerererrereererressereeens 61

Chapter 9 - Fifteen and Send Time (FAST) Class ....... 63
Section 1. PUIPOSE ..cveeeeeeeecreieereeieeeesereeseseessenenens 63
Section 2. Definition.....cueeveeeereerrereeeereesreseeseesseseeraenne 63
Section 3. Performance Requirements

for All Classes ......ceveerens
Section 4. FAST Class Eligibility
Section 5. Novice A & B FAST and Novice

FAST Preferred Class......ccceeueveerrenenreenennene 67
Section 6. Open FAST and Open FAST Preferred
ClASS wrrererereeeesteteee ettt re s saeeens 67
Section 7. Excellent & Master FAST and Excellent
& Master FAST Preferred Class.................. 68
Section 8. Titles and Requirements .........cceceeeeeverereenene 68
Chapter 10 — Time 2 Beat (T2B) Class.......c.ccccecvvveruenene. 71
Section 1. PUIPOSE w..cvrveuenirieinieieinieetneeetseeessseenesenes 71
Section 2. Definition......cceveeervereereeesenrereeesesseseeesenaens 71
Section 3. ENGIDIILY ..ecvecvvveeerrerirenenerneeneneneeresesennens 71
Section 4. Performance Standards.........oceceevvverervreenennnnen 71
Section 5. Maximum Course Times (MCT) .................. 71
Section 6. SCOring Criteria ..eoeeeveeerereerererrensererieseneens 71
Section 7. Catalog Requirements .........coceceevvverernreerennnnen 73
Section 8. TIIES vevvveererrereeererrecteeeesteaeeeesre e e eevenaens 73
Section 9. Minimum Obstacle Requirements ............... 73
Chapter 11 — Premier Classes ......c.ccccceeevereeveneruencnneenenn 74
Section 1. PUIPOSE ..ccveveeeieeerenieieenieneeseesessessesesesseneens 74
Section 2. ElGIDIIEY .c.ceeeeerereeeernrerereeeeresenereseeeenenenenenes 74
Section 3. Performance Standards .........cceceeveeveveeeerennens 74
Section 4. Obstacle and Jump Positions ..........cceceevennee 75
Section 5. Approach Angles .......ccceeveeevreverirrerennrenennenes 75
Section 6. TIIES veveveerevrecreeererteeeese et eeeeresre e e eveaens 75
Chapter 12 — National Agility Champion Title............... 76
Section 1. National Agility Champion Titles.................. 76
Section 2. National Agility Champion Defined ............. 76
Section 3. Dogs That May Compete ......ccccevevvevererennnne 76



Chapter 13 — Versatile Companion Dog ...........c.ccccceeunene 77

Section 1. Versatile Companion Dog Titles ................... 77
Section 2. Versatile Companion Champion
Title (VCCH) eovverieeeerieeerieeesieeneeeeeseenenne 77

Chapter 14 — Non-Regular Agility Classes
International Sweepstakes Class (ISC)

Section 1. PUrpose ......coeceeeeveereevecneenenes
Section 2. Eligibility of Dogs ....ccevveeveciererererieeresennns
Section 3. Eligibility to Hold the ISC Class .......cccceveuuee 78
Section 4. Ribbons, Rosettes and Awards.........ccceeveneee 78
Section 5. Recording Fees......ccovereveerevenenenererenennns 78
Section 6. ISC Records.......coevueeererenenieserenenieereneneene 78
Section 7. Jump Heights .....cceeeveneenneienireenireeees 78
Section 8. JUAZES c.cvveererveerrerrerreieesresreeeeeressessesessesseseens 79
Section 9. Obstacle SpecificationS.......cceevevververeervenvennen 79
Section 10. Course and Trial Requirements .................. 81
Section 11. Equipment Requirements .......cccceeevreerenene 81
Standard ISC Class ......cecevuvververenerrerernennene. 81
Jumpers ISC Class ....cccvueevereeerereerenerverennnen 81
Section 12. Course Distances and Times.......cccceeveevenne 82
Section 13. SCOTING....eveirrerreruertrerienreteesessessesesesseneens 83
Section 14. Placements and Tied Scores ........ccceveevenee 83
Section 15. Course Time Penalties ........ccoceeeevevererrennns 83
Section 16. Maximum Course Time.......ccoceverveverenennne 83
Section 17. Standard Faults.......c.ccceoeeveeveveeecenreceeenenens 83
Section 18. Refusal Faults.......cccceveeeveereveneneniecerenienns 84
Section 19. Elimination Faults......cc.ceceeevevvenenenerienennne 84
Section 20. EXCUSALS ..cveveeererieieeeiesteeeeeeeresreeeeesennens 84
Chapter 15 - Regulations for Agility Course
TESE (ACT) ittt ere st ess s sae s esenbeens 85
Section 1. PUIPOSE. ..ovcvvereeeereieteeeiesreseeeressesseesesseneens 85
Section 2. ACT EVent ...cccoceeeevevivereneieerenenieeseniennens 85
Section 3. Eligibility of DOgs .....ccceevveerirueenireerenirieennnnen 85
Section 4. Holding ACT Events ......coceeeveeerereeverenennns 85
Section 5. Ribbons, Rosettes and Awards............cuu....... 85
Section 6. Submission of Results and Reports .............. 86
Section 7. Jump Height DIVISIONS .....cccceveeververrererenennns 86
Section 8. Judges/Evaluators ........coceeeeveerenreniererenennens 86
Section 9. Course Size, Suitability and Facilities........... 86
Section 10. Course Requirements.........ccceceeverveverenrennnns 86
Section 11. Obstacle and Jump Positions. ........ccceceevenee 86
Section 12. Approach Angles. ......ccceeevivueerireerenereenennnen 86
Section 13. ACTT ettt 86
Section 14. ACTZ ..ottt 87
Section 15. Obstacles for ACT1 and ACT2.........c.ccu.... 88



Chapter |
Regulations for Agility Trials

Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of AKC® agility trials
is to afford owners the opportunity to demonstrate a dog’s
physical ability/soundness and willingness to work with its
handler under a variety of conditions. The program begins
with basic entry-level agility, and progresses to more complex
levels that require dogs to demonstrate higher levels of
training and interaction with their handlers.

Agility results in a better rounded, conditioned dog,
provides good basic training for search and rescue dogs,
demonstrates good training and citizenship and has excellent
spectator appeal.

Agility trials are sporting events and all participants
should be guided by the principles of good sportsmanship both
in and outside the trial course.

Section 2. Agility Trials Defined. A member agility
trial is a trial at which qualifying scores toward titles are
awarded, given by a club or association, which is a member of
the American Kennel Club®.

A licensed agility trial is a trial at which qualifying scores
toward titles are awarded, given by a club which has been
licensed by the AKC to hold the trial. In addition to agility
clubs, any AKC club may be granted permission to hold agility
trials provided the club holds the event(s) for which it was
originally formed at least once every two years. FSS breeds
with AKC approved parent clubs may become licensed to hold
agility trials.

Sanctioned agility trials are informal events at which
dogs may participate but not for AKC titles, held by a club or
association by obtaining the sanction of the American Kennel
Club. Generally, sanctioned events are held by clubs to qualify
for approval to hold licensed or member club events.

Agility trials may not be held closer than 100 miles in
distance on the same day except a club or association may be
licensed to hold an agility trial within 100 miles of another
club or association which has established its licensed trial on
the same date only if, in each instance, it obtains the written
permission of the club or association with the established
date and submits the written permission along with its trial
application. However, there may not be two all-breed agility
trials on the same day at the same location.

Specialty clubs holding a limited agility trial for all AKC
recognized breeds may accept entries of dogs of their own
breed first then accept entries from all breeds and dogs listed
with AKC Canine Partners (if offered) until the entry limit
specified in the premium list is reached.

Clubs have the option to allow dogs listed with AKC
Canine Partners to participate at all-breed AKC agility trials.

An AKC-recognized specialty club may offer a single
breed specialty agility trial in conjunction with another club’s
all-breed trial, sharing the same date, show site, equipment
and judges. Specialty trial participants shall be excluded
from competing in the adjoining all-breed trial. Both agility
trials may be run together; however, each club is required to
maintain separate event records.

An AKC recognized single breed specialty club may offer
two single breed specialties in one day on the same show site for
their breed. The combined total entry for the two trials may not
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exceed the judging limits set for AKC Agility Judges in Chapter 1,
Section 18 if the club is using two judges and two rings. If only
one judge is used, the two trials are limited to a maximum

of 250 runs between the two trials. Clubs may run the trials
concurrently for efficiency. If trials are being run concurrently

it must be noted in the premium list. Each trial must maintain
separate trial records and be run on original courses.

Section 3. Eligibility of Dogs. All dogs fifteen (15)
months of age or older that are registered with the American
Kennel Club or that have AKC Limited Registration, Purebred
Alternative Listing/Indefinite Listing Privileges (PAL/ILP)
or an AKC Canine Partners listing number, or approved
Foundation Stock Service (FSS) breeds are eligible to
participate.

Dogs with a Purebred Alternative Listing/Indefinite
Listing Privileges (PAL/ILP) or an AKC Canine Partners
listing number must be spayed or neutered in order to
compete. Wherever the word “dog” is used in these
regulations it includes both sexes.

Agility trials are open to all registrable breeds and mixed
breeds that have been listed with AKC Canine Partners (if
offered), except that a specialty club, or a club formed to serve
a specific variety group, may opt to hold an agility trial limited
to that breed, or that group. If entries are to be limited to a
single breed or a group, this restriction must be clearly stated
in the premium list and in any other pre-trial advertising.

Dogs of an AKC-registrable breed that have been granted
a Purebred Alternative Listing/Indefinite Listing Privilege
(PAL/ILP) may participate providing their PAL/ILP number
has been listed on the entry form (refer to Chapter 2 of the
Rules Applying to Registration and Discipline for the listing of
registrable breeds that may participate). Dogs of a registrable
breed with an acceptable foreign registration number are
eligible to participate subject to Chapter 11, Section 1, of the
Rules Applying to Dog Shows.

Dogs eligible for entry in the Miscellaneous class at
dog shows and dogs of Foundation Stock Service recorded
breeds that meet the eligibility requirements for competition
are eligible to participate provided their AKC identification
number appears on the entry form.

Dogs that have been listed with AKC Canine Partners, that
have been spayed or neutered, may participate providing their
listing number has been listed on the entry form and the trial-
giving club is holding an all breed trial and is offering participation
for dogs enrolled in the AKC Canine Partners program.

Dogs disfigured as the result of accident or injury
but otherwise qualified shall be eligible provided that the
disfigurement does not interfere with functional movement.
Dogs should be physically sound. Dogs that are blind shall not
be eligible. Blind means without useful vision. No dog shall
compete if it is taped or bandaged or in any way has anything
attached to it for medical purposes.

Spayed females and neutered males are eligible to
participate.

Females in season shall not be eligible to participate.
Entry fees for females in season must be refunded per
Chapter 1, Section 9. The premium list must state refunds will
be issued for bitches in season.
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No dog may participate more than once in any type of
class (Standard, Jumpers With Weaves, Time 2 Beat, FAST,
Premier, etc.) offered by a club per day, unless they are
entered in a single breed specialty that is offering two trials
on the same site, same day. If eligible, dogs may participate in
additional non-regular classes. If a club has been approved to
hold a Special Event Agility Trial, the above participation limit
does not apply for the approved Special Event.

Section 4. Eligibility to Hold Agility Trials. The
Board of Directors of the American Kennel Club may, at
its discretion, grant permission to clubs or associations to
hold agility trials that shall be governed by such Rules and
Regulations as from time to time shall be determined by the
Board of Directors.

Section 5. Making Application. A club or association
that meets the requirements of the American Kennel Club
that wishes to hold a trial at which qualifying scores toward
titles may be earned must make application to the American
Kennel Club on the form provided for permission to hold the
trial. An application fee must accompany each application.

A club may be approved to hold up to twelve (12) licensed
or member events in a calendar year. A club can be approved
to hold separate trials on consecutive days, but will not be
approved to hold more than one trial on any single day. Each
day is considered a separate trial.

Applications for licensed or member trials must be
received by the American Kennel Club at least EIGHTEEN
(18) weeks before the closing date for entries of the event.

A club that meets the requirements of the American
Kennel Club may be approved to hold a sanctioned “A” or “B”
agility trial (commonly known as Sanctioned Matches) by
applying on a form provided by the American Kennel Club and
paying an application fee. Applications for sanctioned agility
trials must be filed with AKC at least six weeks prior to the
date of the event.

All of these Regulations shall govern AKC-sanctioned “A”
or “B” agility trials except those which specifically state that
they apply to licensed and member trials.

All applicable rules found in Rules Applying to Dog Shows
will govern the conduct of agility trials. They will apply to
any person and dog entered, unless these regulations state
otherwise.

Section 6. Agility Trial Secretary and Agility Trial
Chairman. A club holding a trial must name an Agility Trial
Secretary and an Agility Trial Chairman. The Chairman must
be a member of the club.

The premium list for all licensed or member trials shall
designate the Agility Trial Secretary as receiving entries.

Trial Secretaries and Chairmen shall be ineligible to
judge at the event in which they are acting in these official
capacities. Trial Secretaries and Chairmen may show at agility
trials where they perform these duties.

Trial Secretaries must apply to become an AKC Licensed
Trial Secretary if they act as the Trial Secretary for more than
12 events per calendar year.

Section 7. Appointment of the Event Committee.
A club that has been granted AKC permission to hold a trial
or match must appoint an Event Committee, which will have

7
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complete responsibility for planning and conducting the event.
The Committee shall be comprised of at least five (5) club
members (including the Chairman), and shall ensure the safe,
efficient, and orderly conduct of the event. The Committee
must have on hand, on the day of the trial, sufficient
assistance and equipment, and must ensure that the area is
free of dangerous materials or conditions.

The Committee is responsible for compliance with all
of these Regulations, except those coming under the sole
jurisdiction of the judges, and has the authority to decide all
matters not under the jurisdiction of the judges. A minimum
of five (5) Committee members must be present on the
grounds during a licensed or member trial. In the event
of absence of Committee members, the Chairman or an
officiating officer shall appoint sufficient members to ensure
compliance with this section.

The Committee must also be familiar with Chapter 5 of
the AKC Rules Applying to Registration and Discipline and
Dealing with Misconduct booklet.

Section 8. Stewards, Timers, Scribes. The host club
must provide a minimum of one scorekeeper, a scribe, a gate
steward and a timer per ring. In addition, 4-6 stewards should
be scheduled per ring to help in various other tasks necessary
to expedite the trial.

A scribe is required to record the scores as instructed
by the judge. The judge is responsible for the accuracy of the
scores insofar as knowing which dogs qualify and which dogs
do not qualify.

Stewards, timers and scribes may compete in the trial if it
does not conflict with the completion of their assignments. A
person may not time or scribe in a jump height class in which
they are directly competing.

Section 9. Premium Lists. A premium list must be
provided for sanctioned “A,” licensed, and member trials.
The premium list shall be printed (any printing or copying
process is acceptable), and shall state whether the event is
“sanctioned” or “licensed by the American Kennel Club” or
held by an “AKC member club.” Premium lists shall measure
not less than 5 %2 x 8 %2 inches or more than 8 ¥ x 11 inches.

The following information shall be included in the
premium list:

* Name of club holding the event

* The exact location (name of facility, address, city, state

and zip code)

¢ Date of the event

* Name, address and telephone number of the Agility

Trial Chairman

¢ Names of the Event Committee members (minimum of

five including Chairman)

* Event number

e Trial hours

* Entry fees

* AKC recording fee shall be stated

* (Classes offered

* Names and addresses of judges including their

assignments



e Name, address, and telephone number of the Trial
Secretary

* Date and closing time of entries

* A list of the officers of the event giving club with the

address of the secretary

* It is recommended that any known breed specific

regulation(s) for the city/county/state in which the trial
is being held are listed.

* An official AKC entry form.

Premium lists shall also specify whether ribbons or
rosettes will be offered, whether trophies will be awarded, and
contain an outline of the conditions of any non-regular classes
that may be offered.

Entry Fees/Special Inducements. A host club shall not
accept an entry fee other than that published in its premium
list or discriminate between exhibitors by offering certain
owners or handlers special inducements such as rebates,
prizes or other concessions unless allowed by another section
of these regulations. Except a club, at its discretion, may allow
for a reduced entry fee for dogs handled by juniors. A junior
must have an AKC Junior Handler number and is defined as
someone less than 18 years of age on the day of the trial.

A trial is defined by a unique event number.

Clubs must specify in their premium list an exact amount
and description of processing fee that will be deducted from
refunds. Withdrawals after the event’s closing date and time
due to a change of judge must receive a full refund (no fee is
paid to the American Kennel Club). Females in season must
be fully refunded if withdrawn by the Trial Secretary after
closing and no later than one half hour prior to the start of
the first class of the day of the trial. The club may retain a
processing fee and must publish this information in the
premium (no fee is paid to the American Kennel Club for
females in season who are withdrawn). Clubs may determine
the documentation if any, that is required confirming the
female is in season. Clubs must list this AKC policy along with
all other situations for which they will provide a refund. Clubs
must treat all occurrences of a listed refund equally.

Premium lists must list entry limits (if any), include the
method for accepting entries to a limited entry trial (first
received or random draw), location where entries will be
taken, indicate the ring size and surface to be used and also
state additional information as required elsewhere in these
Regulations.

Either four (4) paper copies of the premium list must be
sent to AKC, Attention: Companion Events or the premium
list may be submitted electronically by email attachment in
either MS Word or PDF format to agilitypremiums@akc.org.
Submittals to AKC must be sent at the same time the
premium list becomes available to exhibitors. The premium
list must be made available by paper and/or electronically to
prospective entrants a minimum of two (2) weeks prior to the
opening date for acceptance of entries for the event. Refer to
the Agility Trial Manual.

Section 10. Risk. Owners or handlers entering dogs in a

trial do so at their own risk and agree to assume responsibility
for damage caused by them, or by their dogs. They also agree
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to abide by the Rules of the American Kennel Club and these
Regulations.

Section 11. Entry Forms. The club must have the
original entry forms on site at the event. To be an acceptable
entry:

* The following shall be included (if unknown it may be

omitted):
— Date of birth
— Place of birth
— Name of breeder(s)
— Name of sire
— Name of dam

* Be submitted with required entry fee

* Be on an Official American Kennel Club® entry form

* Be signed by the owner or his duly authorized agent

* Be completed in full, accurate, and reflective of the dog

entered

¢ Include all of the following information:

— Name of show/trial giving club
— Date of show/trial
— Breed
— Variety, if any
- Sex
— Name of class(es) entered
— Jump height
— Height at withers
— Dog’s measurement status
— Full AKC name of dog
— Call name of dog
— Name of owner(s)/co-owner(s)
— Name of handler
— Address of owner
* Include one of the following:
— AKC number
— PAL/ILP number
— Foreign registration number and country for an
unregistered imported dog
— Identification number issued by AKC

Section 12. Entry Methods. An entry may be
submitted via:

* Paper entry form submitted to club (includes faxes if

club elects to accept faxes)

* Acceptable online entry system (See Agility Trial
Manual or AKC website for Online Entry system
requirements.)

Clubs are required to accept properly completed paper
entries but are not required to accept online entries. If a club
elects to accept online entries, it must select only one (1)
online entries service provider. The name and address of the
chosen service must be stated in the premium list.

If a club elects to accept online entries, AKC recommends
carefully considering the needs of the exhibitors when
determining the number of paper entries to accept.

Section 13. Entry Limits. A trial-giving club may
impose a numerical limit on entries in any or all trial classes.
If entry limits are used, AKC recommends that a “total entry

10



limit” be used, stating a total number of runs allowed per
judge and for the entire trial. Individual judging limits shall
be 330 dogs maximum per day without regard to class level
or type (Standard, JWW, T2B, FAST or Premier classes). If
entries are limited, the numerical limitation(s) must be stated
on the cover of the premium list.

Section 14. Opening and Closing Dates.

Opening Date: For all trials, clubs shall set a date and time
that entries will first be accepted. Entries received prior to
the opening date shall be considered invalid entries and shall
be returned as soon as possible.

Closing Date: Clubs shall set a date and time that entries will
close.

* The closing date for the trial shall not be less than
fourteen (14) days prior to the trial.

* Entries must be received prior to the published closing
date and time.

* Entries for any agility trial may be accepted until
the official closing date and time even though the
advertised limit has been reached.

* The club may contact exhibitors to notify them of their
entry status prior to the closing date.

* Following the closing date the Trial Secretary shall
promptly contact all entrants and advise them of their
status. Entries not accepted shall be returned within
seven (7) days of the closing date.

Section 15. Paper Entry Forms Per Envelope. For
limited trials, entries for a maximum of ten (10) dogs are
allowed in each envelope submitted to the Trial Secretary.
This maximum also applies to the number of dogs entered per
online transaction envelopes/transactions containing entries
for more than the ten (10) dog maximum shall be treated as an
invalid entry and shall be returned to the sender.

Section 16. Entry Acceptance Methods. A club
may choose either of the following methods for accepting
entries to a limited entry agility trial. Please visit the AKC
website or refer to the Agility Trial Manual for a checklist of
steps for both entry-acceptance methods. The AKC strongly
recommends using the Random Draw method for trials which
are likely to exceed the “total entry limit” within the first 24
hours after the opening date and time.

1. First Received-Entries — Entries accepted in order of
receipt.

“Paper and Online Limits”

* A club accepting online entries shall designate a
number of the “total entry limit” to be fulfilled by
paper entries and a number to be fulfilled by online
entries. These “initial limits” must be stated in the
premium list.

* The initial paper and online entry limits are valid for
the first 48 hours after the opening date.

* If the online limit has not been reached at the end
of the 48 hour time period, the club may decrease
the online entry limit and increase the paper limit

1
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accordingly. Likewise, if paper entries are not
reached at the end of the period, the club may
decrease the paper limit and increase the online limit
accordingly.

“Accepting Entries”

* The club must select only one (1) USPS (United
States Postal Service) or PMB (Postal Mail Box)
address for receipt of paper entries.

* The mailing address must be stated in the premium
list. Entries delivered to any other address are
invalid and must be returned to the sender.

* Paper entries received within 24 hours of the
opening date and time must:

— Include postage or be metered

— Be delivered by a multi-state or multi-national
postal or carrier service, including but not
limited to USPS, FedEx, UPS, and DHL
(effectively disallows conventional “hand-
deliveries” during the first 24 hours the trial
is open)

— If above conditions are not met, entries are
invalid and must be returned to the sender.

* If stated in the premium list, a club may further
restrict the delivery options (i.e. No FedEx, No
“hand-deliveries at any time”). USPS delivery must
be allowed.

* Paper entries must be accepted in order of receipt
until the paper limit has been reached.

— Trial Secretaries shall use all information to
fairly and equitably determine which entries are
received first.

* Online entries will be accepted in order of
submission until the online limit has been reached.

“Wait List”
To fill openings created by entries withdrawn prior to
a date and time established by the club. Such date may
be beyond the event closing date; however, it must be
a minimum of three (3) days prior to the first trial date
of the set of trials. All entries must be received prior
to the closing date and time. The club must establish
a maximum number of entries that may be placed on
the wait list. Whether a club is offering a wait list, how
many entries are being accepted on the wait list and
the closing date/time of the wait list must be published
in the trial’s premium list. A full refund is to be
reimbursed to any entrant whose entry is replaced by a
wait-listed entry.

* Clubs may place paper entries exceeding the paper
limit on a paper “wait list.” As paper entry spaces
become available, clubs may accept the wait-listed
paper entries in order of receipt.

* The club may elect to allow the online entry system
to place online entries exceeding the online limit on
an online wait list. As online entry spaces become
available, the wait-listed online entries will be
accepted in order of submission.
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“Guaranteed Entries for Show Workers”
The First-Received method does not allow clubs to
guarantee entry spaces for Show Workers. The AKC
recommends using the Random Draw method if there
is a possibility of not securing enough workers from
the First-Received entries.

2. Random Draw - Entries treated equally without regard
to date/time received.
“Draw Period”
* Clubs determine a “Draw Period” during which time
entries are accepted for the Random Draw.
* The start time and date of the Draw Period shall be
the same as the Opening Date.
* The Draw Period must be at least seven (7) days
in length (14 days recommended) and must have a
defined finish date and time.

“Accepting Entries During the Draw Period”

* All entries received during the Draw Period shall be
accepted for the Random Draw and shall be treated
equally without regard to the date received or any
other criteria.

* AKC recommends that trial secretaries open
envelopes as they are received to verify the number
of dogs per envelope does not exceed the maximum
and to ensure entries are valid. Invalid entries shall
be returned to the sender as soon as possible.

“Guaranteed Entries for Show Workers”
e The club may guarantee entry spots for “Show
Workers” who have agreed to work at the trial.
* The maximum number of “handlers” who may
receive guaranteed entry spots are as follows:
1. 35 “handlers” for 1 ring
2. 30 “handlers” for each additional ring if the
rings are run simultaneously.
e Although there is no limit on the number of dogs
a designated “Show Worker” may run, the AKC
recommends clubs select workers who will handle
three (3) dogs or less.
* Entry spots filled by “Show Workers” are part of the
“Total Entry Limit” stated in the premium list.

“Conducting the Random Draw”

* If the stated entry limit(s) is exceeded during the
“Draw Period” the club shall conduct a Random
Drawing of all entries received. Otherwise, the
Random Drawing is not necessary.

* The Random Drawing shall be held within 48 hours
of the finish date and time of the “Draw Period.” The
date, hour, and location of the draw must be stated in
the premium list.

* The drawing shall be held in a place accessible to
the public. The results of the draw shall be made
available to the people present at the draw.

* In conducting the drawing for entries, the Trial
Secretary shall avoid any method that raises any
questions as to its randomness and impartiality.
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CHAPTER | - Section 16

* One drawing shall be held for consecutive trials. One

secretary or one group of cooperating secretaries
shall conduct the draw.

* The drawing may be:

1. Manual: Trial Secretary selects envelopes
(or numbers assigned to each envelope) at
random and entries contained within each
envelope shall gain entry to trial up to the
stated entry limits.

2. Computerized: The computerized method
must be impartial, must select all entries
submitted in one envelope as one group, and
must conform to the standards of random
selection.

If the last envelope selected in the Random Draw
contains entries that would exceed the stated entry
limit, there shall be a manual or computerized
random draw of the individual entries contained

in the envelope. The total entries drawn may not
exceed the limit(s) stated in the premium list.
When the advertised limit of entries has been drawn,
all remaining entries shall be drawn for a position
on the Wait List. If openings in the trial become
available prior to the closing date, the opening shall
be filled in order by entries on the Wait List.

“Accepting Entries After the Draw Period”

Clubs may continue to accept paper and online
entries after the finish date and time of the Draw
Period, though all entries must be received prior to
the closing date.

If the trial did not exceed the limit(s) during the
Draw Period, all of the entries received during the
Draw Period shall be accepted into the trial and
entries received after the Draw Period shall be
accepted according to the rules of the First-Received
method as described in Item 1, “Accepting Entries”
of Section 16.

If the trial did exceed the limit(s) and a Random
Draw was conducted, clubs may elect to add entries
received after the Draw Period to the end of the wait
list(s) in order of receipt.

“Closing Date”
The closing date shall not be less than fourteen (14)
days prior to the trial and must be a minimum of ten
(10) days after the Random Draw.

Section 17. Duplicate Entries. A club is under no
obligation to offer refunds for duplicate entries for the same
dog. The refund policy shall be stated in the premium list.

A club may, at is discretion, make refunds for duplicate
entries, but only if this is done consistently in a uniform manner.

Section 18. Event Limit Options, Judge Assignment
Changes and Load Balancing Entries. The maximum
number of runs assigned to any judge in one day shall not
exceed 330, not including runs in non-regular classes, or as
described within this section and Chapter 1, Section 20.

If a club elects, it may place limits on a judge and/or a
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club may place limits on a single class or set of classes in the
premium list. If a limit is placed on a single class or set of
classes, no entries may be accepted beyond this established
limit. If a limit is placed on a judge, the club must continue to
accept entries and any additional dogs beyond the judge’s limit
shall be assigned to another judge.

At no time may a Limited or Random Draw trial exceed
its overall event limit. The premium list must state the overall
event limit. If any other limits are established for the judge(s) or
class(es), those limits must also be stated in the premium list.

All judges’ class assignments must be approved by the
American Kennel Club. Once judging class assignments have
been approved by the American Kennel Club, any change
to assignments for any reason must also be approved by the
American Kennel Club prior to publication.

After distribution of the premium list, if a judge
assignment changes, exhibitors have the right to request a full
refund of their entry fee for any classes affected. Exhibitors
must submit requests in writing to the Trial Secretary a
minimum of 30 minutes preceding the start of the event on
the first day in which the exhibitor is entered.

After entries close and the judging schedule is being
prepared, clubs may elect to change the class assignments of
the individual judges in order to facilitate the smooth running
of the event. Such adjustments can be done for any reason
including overloads, low entries, equipment problems, etc.
When such judging class changes are proposed, the club must
first receive approval in writing from each judge affected
and the club must receive final approval from the American
Kennel Club prior to the distribution of the judging schedule.
With the written permission of the judge, the club may choose
to leave an overload of up to 20 runs with the judge they were
originally entered under. This does not allow the club to go
over the total trial entry limits, It is only for load balancing
between judges once entries have closed. The club should
make every effort to affect as few entries as possible while
keeping in mind the most efficient running of the events.
Clubs are allowed to remove judge(s) from the judging panel if
entries are low and both the club and the judge(s) agree to this
action in writing.

The judging schedule must clearly state which classes
have been changed and must also state that exhibitors are
entitled to a full refund for entries affected by the change. The
refund request must be in writing and may be submitted to
the Trial Secretary anytime up until 30 minutes prior to the
start of the event on the first day in which the exhibitor is
entered.

In the case of an emergency change of a judge (changes
after the distribution of the judging schedule), it may not
be possible to notify exhibitors of the change prior to the
start of the trial weekend. The change must be posted at the
event and exhibitors are entitled to a full refund of entry fees
provided the request for a refund is submitted in writing to
the Trial Secretary prior to the start of judging of the affected
class in which the dog is entered.

Section 19. Running Order. Following the closing
of entries the Trial Secretary may contact all entrants and
advise them of their entry’s status. This may be done using
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email, if an entrant has supplied an email address on their
entry form, giving the Trial Secretary permission to contact
the exhibitor in that manner. If no email address is supplied
by the entrant then they must be contacted by USPS regular
mail using the address supplied on the entry form. After the
closing of entries, the running order within a height must be
determined by a random drawing of the entries in each height
division. Trial Secretaries must not allow their computer
scoring systems to always use the same order of dogs within
their database but must ensure that a random ordering of dogs
within a height is achieved. Multiple entries in the same class
and height which will be handled by a single individual must
be separated as much as possible.

A judging schedule and the results of the random draw of
each height and within each class will be sent to all entrants.
Entrants will receive the catalog number assigned to each of
their dogs only, along with their dog’s registration number for
verification of accuracy in the catalog. Included in the judging
schedule will be the quantity of dogs in each of the heights
within the classes. It is not required that any of the catalog
numbers for any of the other entrants be listed on the judging
schedule. Due to the moving of entries after the close of
the trial but in accordance with the move-up regulations the
numbers assigned to dogs do not necessarily indicate what
their running order will be at the trial.

The judging schedule will be sent to entrants as soon as
possible after entries have closed but at least seven (7) days
minimum, prior to the first day of the event. Trial secretaries
may also publish a full running order that includes catalog
number, the dog’s call name, breed of dog, along with handler
and/or owner. This may be done using email as 